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What: Leslie McGuirk
and Alex von Bidder,
authors of “Wiggens
Learns His Manners at
the Four Seasons
Restaurant”

When: 4 p.m. Saturday
Where: Children’s Store,
Vero Beach Book Center,
2145 Indian River Blvd.,
Vero Beach

Admission: Free

Contact: (772) 569-6650

Online:

VERO BEACH — Alex von Bidder is an accomplished
and successful restaurateur. So why is he allowing dogs
to roam around his Four Seasons Restaurant?

“I'm passionate about good manners,” said the
Swiss-born co-owner of the world-famous New York
restaurant. “When Leslie (McGuirk) suggested that we
create a story about dogs in the restaurant to teach
manners to children, | welcomed the idea.”

The result is “Wiggens Learns His Manners at the Four
Seasons Restaurant.”

Co-authors von Bidder and Vero Beach’s McGuirk —
who also provided the illustrations — will speak about it,
and sign copies at 4 p.m. Saturday at the Vero Beach
Book Center’s Children’s Store.

Wiggens is a manners-challenged chocolate Labrador
puppy, who joins other canines to learn 10 lessons about
good manners with the help of a St. Bernard. In the
process, they also sample some tasty morsels.

“I have an analytical mind, and have always believed —
mistakenly, it turns out — that creativity was reserved for
other people,” von Bidder said. “But when Leslie asked
‘What will Wiggens do next?’ it was easy for me to come
up with the answer. That’s why | thank her in the book
for reawakening and encouraging my creativity.”

McGuirk has written and illustrated a dozen children’s
books, but “Wiggens” is her first collaborative
authorship.

“Working with Alex was easy because we share a similar
belief system and sense of humor,” McGuirk said. “In
fact, his expertise helped to raise the bar for me as an
author and illustrator.”

She said one challenge was the book’s style and design.
“It had to have the elegant look and feel of the
restaurant. It was difficult to convey its architecture.”

Another challenge was to craft the story so it would work
for children and adults.

“One of our secret ambitions,” von Bidder said, “was that
the book would allow grandparents to communicate
manners to their grandchildren.

“We are very surprised and gratified that it has satisfied
that ambition.”

www.verobeachbookcenter.com
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